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President’s Message
by Lucy A. Mavyan
I am sincerely honored to be starting this year as your
incoming Co-President alongside Keith Higginbotham! I
would like to acknowledge the terriﬁc work by our 20202021 Past President, Hale Antico, as he navigated
through the pandemic to make sure our members had a
seamless transition and continued access to our terriﬁc
programs. Hale’s unparalleled commitment and hard work
was certainly a driving force dedicated to the growth and
success of our organization.

Jon: Are your parents still with us?
Aki: Yes, Papa is 87 and Mom is 84. They still live in the
same W.L.A. house that they moved to when they
immigrated to the States. Papa became a gardener - kind
of like Mr. Miyagi from Karate Kid personiﬁed (laughing).
He was very proud of his work and business. I think he had
a great work ethic. He worked 6 out of 7 days for most of
his life and he was a great example for my brother, sister
and I. We saw what it’s like to work hard and be
conscientious about the work, to look for satisfaction in the
work, to serve the public well. Actually, both of my parents
always encouraged us to live life in a way that serves
others. Papa always did that little extra thing for people.
Papa’s customers loved him. He used to say with a big
smile that he was the “number 2 gardener in West Los
Angeles.”

I would like to extend a warm welcome to the new
members of cdcbaa’s Board of Directors: Alisa Admiral,
Sanaz Bereliani, Nathan Berneman, Shannon Doyle, Eliza
Ghanooni, Christine Kingston, and Thomas Ure. Many
thanks to our entire board of directors and our other
members who volunteer their time, energy and knowledge
to the success of our group!
Looking back at 2021, we started the year with the always
popular Ninth Circuit Review of the prior year’s bankruptcy
cases, followed by seven insightful programs with
wonderful speakers, and concluded with our Calvin
Ashland Award Dinner honoring Chief Judge Maureen
Tighe.

Jon: What did your mother do?
Aki: She helped Grandmother at the boarding house and
took a few odd jobs over the years. But mostly she raised
us and nurtured us. The Japanese culture is not touchyfeely but we deﬁnitely got the “kinder-gentler” part of our
personalities from her. I think of her when I’m doing my
341s at times. The debtors are often stressed out by the
time I see them and so I try to source that part of my

Looking ahead for 2022, I am excited for everything we
have planned and the changes we are implementing to
hopefully make the cdcbaa more engaging and reaching
our members’ needs.
Continued on Page 2
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because I loved the classes but I eventually learned that
you can’t feed yourself with that major (laughing).

Continued From Page 1
I encourage you to learn more about our organization and
get involved where you can. Our organization is only as
strong and robust as our members, and we strive to provide
a forum where everyone feels included and welcome. This
year we plan to continue our mission of providing a forum
where consumer lawyers can learn, encourage, and support
one another. As always, we will host at least eight MCLE
programs throughout the year with informative and
engaging speakers on topics which are relevant to current
bankruptcy cases. We welcome your thoughts and
suggestions for topics and speakers, so please reach out to
us to share what is important to you!
Finally, our outreach eﬀorts are ongoing, with plans to
continue to collaborate with other consumer attorney
organizations nationally.

Lucy A. Mavyan, Co-President

Jon: I’ve actually forgotten how you came to work with
me at my ﬁrm. It was around 1991 right?
Aki: Right. My girlfriend knew someone at your ﬁrm. My
friends had always encouraged me to go to law school and
I thought it would be good to get a job in a ﬁrm and ﬁnd out
what law was all about. I remember when you interviewed
me; you were so funny and nice. I still have a clear
memory of the interview in my mind. I was pretty excited
you hired me.

Aki: Yes, I worked for you for 2 ½ - 3 years I think. I
learned a lot of bankruptcy during that time - doing
schedules, helping put out ﬁres and driving to court to ﬁle
last minute things. I deﬁnitely found that I liked the
bankruptcy practice. I had no idea at the time that
bankruptcy law would become my career.

Lawyers are People Too:
An Interview with Aki Koyama
Continued

Jon: How did you wind up going to Whittier Law School?

personality to help them feel comfortable and relaxed. I
think it makes for better testimony as well. I like to
encourage hope in them that their lives will get better. I
always say my deﬁnition of a good 341 is when I can get
the debtor to smile and laugh at least once.

Aki: Whittier basically gave me the best ﬁnancial package
of the several schools I got into. I had to borrow to
supplement what the school me gave so the ﬁnancial
assistance was important.

Jon: Where did you go to high school?

Jon: Did you go to Whittier full or time?

Aki: University High, my older brother and younger sister
went there also. They’re both CPAs now. I can’t say that I
enjoyed the high school experience overall because I was
on the shyer side, but I had some great teachers. One of
my favorite teachers was an English teacher, Mrs. Fontes.
Grade-wise, I did well enough in high school but I was
deﬁnitely ready to move on from public school.

Aki: The ﬁrst and second year was full time and I got a
job clerking for Robert Kawahara, Bert Kawahara’s
brother, after the ﬁrst year and then worked for him part
time for the rest of law school. Mr. Kawahara later became

Continued on Page 3

Jon: I gather you spoke Japanese at home?

Contribute to the Newsletter

Aki: Yeah, my early years were almost entirely around
Japanese people. I didn’t really learn any English until
kindergarten. I would say by the third grade I had switched
over to English. My Japanese speaking skill is now pretty
bad. I speak what I call “house Japanese” because I’ll only
speak it at my parent’s house (laughing). On the other
hand, I can understand Japanese pretty well and if you
dropped me in Japan for a year or two, I’d probably be
ﬂuent again.

Don’t be shy!
Get involved with the
cdcbaa newsletter
by having your
article or advertisement
published in an upcoming issue.

Jon: So you went on to UCLA?

Contact Newsletter Editor
Tamar Terzian, (626) 826-1271
Terzian Law Group
1122 E. Green Street
Pasadena, CA 91106

Aki: Yes. I got into UCLA with what was called the High
School Scholars program and took some classes at UCLA
in my senior year at University High. I really enjoyed
college. I loved the freedom and learning what I was
interested in learning. I was an East Asian studies major
Like us on Facebook

Aki: Not right away. I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do with
my life after college so I worked for a year at an
international air freight company. That’s when I met you!

Jon: I gather you liked it enough that you decided to go to
law school. I knew you were only going to work a couple
years, then give it a try. I also remember that one day you
basically came in and said “it’s time.”

Thank you for your support of the cdcbaa! We wish all of
our members a prosperous 2022 and hope to see you at all
our events soon!

www.bklawyers.org
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Jon: I gather you’re happy with that choice (duh!)?

Upcoming Calendar

Aki: Kathy is so amazing. She really values integrity and
putting your best game on. She is a very kind human
being and she trusts me and supports me. She is always
interested in new processes, procedures and technology.
A lot of what you see from her trusteeship came from her
creative mind. I ﬁnally found out what was really going on
in Willy Wonka’s Factory. The factory is not magic. It’s
made of people who are all doing their parts to make the
trusteeship work on a day-to-day basis. I really enjoy
working with the staﬀ and it is one of the things that I miss
from pre-Covid times. I also found out my ﬁve years of
experience as primarily a debtor attorney was invaluable
to me in my duties as a staﬀ attorney. Those years really
gave me perspective on what it takes to get a chapter 13
case together. It’s a lot of work!

March 26, 2022
1). Advanced Collection Techniques
2). How Does Credit Work During and Post Bankruptcy?
April 23rd: Zoom: Taxes and Bankruptcy

May 19-22, 2022
NACBA Convention
Tucson, AZ

To Help Mitigate the Spread of COVID-19,
this CLE Program will ONLY be available
as a WEBINAR via Zoom

Jon: Do you like being an attorney?

Lawyers are People Too:

Aki: I’m very happy I chose this profession and practice.
My advice is to pursue your passions. Don’t think about
the money. You have to believe in what you do to be
happy with a career in law.

An Interview with Aki Koyama
Continued

Jon: Did you encourage your kids to become attorneys?

a Commissioner of the California Superior Court. Bert and
his oﬃce were in the same oﬃce suite. I didn’t work for
Bert but I remember his conversations and kind advice
during that time.

Aki: I would be ﬁne if my son or daughter decide to
become attorneys but I never pushed them in one
direction or the other. They are their own people and have
their own interests. They’re both in college now.

Jon: How was law school?

Jon: Any advice to the bankruptcy bar?

Aki: Actually, I hated the ﬁrst year but I worked hard and
by the 3rd year, I was enjoying the law school experience.
After I graduated and passed the bar, I got a job with Todd
Becker in Long Beach as an associate attorney. He
trusted me to do a lot of the bankruptcy work during my
ﬁve years with him - mostly 7s and 13s. I learned all of the
fundamentals of bankruptcy practice during my time with
Todd. He was a great teacher. I also came to love
bankruptcy during that time. You know, it’s like magic! In
Chapter 7 you tell clients what’s going to happen and then
almost always happens; it works the way it’s supposed to
work. They get to get on with their lives. They’re happy.
Chapter 13 was diﬀerent though. It was not always as
predictable because it had so many moving parts. I
remember feeling that the Chapter 13 Trustee’s Oﬃce was
like Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory; I was always
curious but I never knew what went on in the factory,
behind those big, closed gates.

Aki: I love the bankruptcy bar. I have had long working
relationships with many members of the bar and great
mentors like you, Kathy Dockery, Todd Becker, Sheila
Pistone, Jim King, Carol Unruh – the list is long. I think
mentoring is one of the most important duties that we
have as we get new members of the local bankruptcy bar.
Our bar is so small, relationships are the most important
things that we have.
Jon: What does Aki do when then attorney hat is oﬀ?
Aki: Ha! I’m a big freshwater tropical ﬁsh guy. I’ve had a
number of ﬁsh tanks over the years and love designing the
tanks and making them my personal Zen gardens. I can
then select the ﬁsh that would enjoy the tank design the
most and see them interact with each other. It’s very
relaxing and meditative. It’s been my hobby since I was a
child. I also like
hiking in nature and
have recently
picked up
gardening. You can
see my Papa’s
inﬂuence in my
hobbies.

Jon: How did you wind up with Kathy Dockery?
Aki: I got a call one day from Sheila Pistone. She was the
senior staﬀ attorney for the prior chapter 13 trustee. She
told me a staﬀ attorney position was available and asked
me if I was interested. I jumped at the chance! I remember
sitting in my car before my interview studying the
Bankruptcy Code (laughing). Sheila, Kathy, Joe Caceres
and Carol Raineri were all at the interview. Kathy Dockery
became the new chapter 13 trustee in April 2003 and I
joined her staﬀ two months later in June.

www.bklawyers.org
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Jon: Thanks Aki.
I’m glad to ﬁnd out
someone who
thinks I’m funny.
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Practice Tips from
Hon. Meredith Jury (Ret.)

Support the cdcbaa

Question from old
bankruptcy lawyer:

The cdcbaa strives to provide quality
continuing legal education and events.
The following sponsorship
opportunities are available:
MCLE Program Sponsorship
Hon. Meredith Jury

Table at MCLE annual case review and
symposium and 5 minutes to present to
membership at start of meeting $500

Judge Jury, I have a
mediation coming up. Do you
have any suggestions about
what I should put into my
mediation brief to make it
useful to the mediator?

Response from Judge Jury:
A mediation brief should start by identifying the
parties, their attorneys, and who will be participating
live in the mediation. Phone numbers and email
addresses upfront will save the mediator time later.
For my purposes, it would also be helpful if that
introductory paragraph speciﬁed whether or not the
mediation is being conducted under the General
Order mediation program, because for those
mediations, forms must be completed and sent to the
Mediation Program Administrator upon completion.

Table at MCLE events other than annual case
review and symposium and 5 minutes to
present to membership at start of meeting
$250
*$50 Discount per event if agree in advance to
sponsor more than two events per year (i.e.,
$600 instead of $750 if sponsor three
programs). Note: we reserve the right to book
additional sponsors.

A short introductory paragraph describing the issues
in the dispute is mandatory. Remember, the mediator
has not seen the pleadings and knows virtually
nothing about the case, so also identify your client’s
role – trustee, plaintiﬀ, defendant, debtor – depending
on the dispute at hand. Then, before launching into
any advocacy arguments, please provide a
description of your client’s version of the pertinent
facts. Reference to exhibits or pleadings attached to
the brief is helpful, but never substitute a pleading or
motion for the summary description which should be
set forth in the mediation brief. Do not expect the
mediator to read an attachment to understand your
arguments.

Newsletter Sponsorship
Newsletter Business Card Size Ad $250/issue
(1 issue); $150/issue (3 issues)
Newsletter 1/4 Page Ad $350/issue (1 issue);
$250/issue (3 issues)
Newsletter 1/2 Page Ad $500/issue (1 issue);
$300/issue (3 issues)
Newsletter Full Page Ad $800/issue (1 issue);
$700/issue (3 issues)

After the issues at hand are clear and the facts are
described, you may present legal arguments on why
your client should prevail (or not) if the court rules.
But remember: this is not purely an advocacy
document. You may cite to key cases on the issues in
dispute, but it is wasteful of your time, your client’s
money, and the mediator’s time to write a brief which
reads like a motion before the court, with cites to all
authorities and multiple, complex arguments. This is
not a time to churn fees. If the law is unsettled on the
issues at hand, say so. You will help the mediator be
eﬀective if you present both sides of the pertinent
arguments, something most briefs fail to do.

*Discounts available for multiple issues.
Calvin Ashland Awards Dinner Sponsorship
Awards Dinner Table Sign:
$150 per sign, 3 for $250, 7 for $500
Awards Dinner Announcement,
Honorable Mention $500 - in addition to at least
one table sign, sponsor sign, or winner’s table
Contact Jeﬀrey Hagen at (818) 501-6161
or jeﬀ@hagenhagenlaw.com
for more information.

Next, describe to the mediator the unseen, unspoken
factors which might aﬀect the success or failure of the
mediation. The economics or ﬁnances of your client
Continued on Page 5
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Practice Tips from
Hon. Meredith Jury (Ret.)
Continued
are always relevant in a bankruptcy mediation,
whether debtor, creditor, or trustee/estate. Are there
family members or business partners whose
interests also will be in play? Is this an old trustee
case that the UST wants completed yesterday?
What do you know that the mediator could only
guess at which will aﬀect the outcome? Say it. This
type of information may be provided in a conﬁdential
email if the briefs are being shared, something I
leave up to the attorneys. (The General Order
requires exchange, a practice I do not endorse as
mandatory.)
Finally, describe all eﬀorts to settle the case to date;
oﬀers, counteroﬀers, prior mediations (and why they
failed) – virtually anything you have communicated
to the other side which might have been construed
as a settlement gesture. There is nothing worse for a
mediator than to learn during the session that a
party made a lower demand or a higher oﬀer than
one put onto the table presently.
One last word about exhibits. If you send
voluminous exhibits, please provide a roadmap as to
which are the most important to be reviewed and/or
printed for the mediator to understand the issues at
hand. Only describing them in the accompanying
brief will create extra work for the mediator. Better to
provide a list of exhibits as the ﬁrst page of a
compendium and then star or otherwise highlight the
key ones, so the mediator can focus on them.

www.bklawyers.org
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2022 Board & Chairs
Board Members

New 2022 Directors

Lucy Mavyan

Tom Ure

CO-PRESIDENT
Ch7 Trustee Liaison

Christine Kingston

Keith Higginbotham

Shannon Doyle

CO-PRESIDENT
Court Liaison,
Bar Advisory Board Rep,
The Calvin Ashland Awards Dinner Chair,
Debtors Assistance Project (“DAP”) Rep,
Past President (2011 & 2012)

Nathan Berneman

Daniela Romero

Alisa Admiral

VICE PRESIDENT
Southwest Law School Rep.,
MCLE Certiﬁcation Committee Chair

Sanaz Bereliani

Jeﬀ Hagen

Non-board Member Committee Chairs

Eliza Ghanooni

TREASURER
Advertising Committee Chair

Eric Mitnick
Photographer Committee Chair

David Jacobs

Bert Kawahara

SECRETARY

Refreshments Committee Chair

Dennis McGoldrick
SARGEANT-AT-ARMS
Listserv Protocol,
Past and First President (2004)

2021 Directors That Have
Rolled Oﬀ The Board

Committee Chairs

Ray Aver

Hale Antico

Stella Havkin

Chapter 13 Committee Chair,
Zoom Administration and Host Chair,
Immediate Past President (2020, 2021)

Mark Markus
Todd Turoci

Roksana Moradi-Brovia
MCLE Programs Committee Chair,
Past President (2018 & 2019)

You do not have to be a Board Member
to join a committee. If you are interested
in joining a committee, please contact
the Chairman. Your participation will be welcome.

Jon Hayes
James T. King Symposium Committee Chair,
Past President (2013, 2014)

Marcus Tiggs
Website Committee Chair

David Shevitz

cdcbaa

Membership Committee Chair,
Social Media Committee Chair

Gary Wallace
Program Summary Committee Chair,
Program Survey Committee Chair

TAMAR TERZIAN
Newsletter Committee Chair

www.bklawyers.org
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Program Summaries
By Gary R. Wallace
cdcbaa PROGRAM SUMMARY 9-18-21

that helped create a simpliﬁed process via a form-based
motion (see LBR Form F40011.seized.property.motion).

cdcbaa Holds Eighth Meeting and MCLE Program of
2021: “Meet the Chapter 13 Trustees’ Staﬀ
Attorneys.”

Participants were encouraged to ask questions and
partake in several polls during the discussion, which the
zoom technology permits them to do remotely.

On September 18, 2021, the cdcbaa held its eighth
members meeting and MCLE program of the year. To
help mitigate the spread of COVID-19, the meeting and
program were conducted as a live webinar via Zoom
video. The program topic was: “Meet the Chapter 13
Trustees’ Staﬀ Attorneys.” The distinguished panel
featured Aki Koyama|Staﬀ Attorney for Chapter 13
Trustee Kathy Dockery, Brian Wirsching|Staﬀ Attorney
for Chapter 13 Trustee Amrane Cohen, Masako
Okuda|Staﬀ Attorney for Chapter 13 Trustee Nancy
Curry, and Renee Blume|Staﬀ Attorney for Chapter 13
Trustee Elizabeth Rojas. cdcbaa President Hale Antico
moderated.

An extremely helpful outline that contains both a
variance chart detailing the diﬀerent trustee policies as
well as important trustee contact information, along with
print-outs of some of the pertinent case law discussed,
was provided to all registered participants.
The next cdcbaa members meeting and Zoom MCLE
program will be held on October 9, 2021. The topic will
be “MIND YOUR Ps AND Qs (AND Os): THE 522
(HOMESTEAD) EXEMPTIONS.” Our panelists will
include Brandon J. Iskander of Shulman Bastian
Friedman & Bui LLP, and Derek W. May of the Law
Oﬃces of Derek W. May. We hope you will join us.

Ms. Blume began by addressing the advantages of
stipulations rather than motions for modiﬁcations,
suspensions and extensions up to 90 days pursuant to
LBR 3015. Ms. Blume stated that Ms. Rojas’ oﬃce and
at least several judges strongly favor stipulations as a
means of keeping the debtors’ legal fees to a minimum.
By contrast, Mr. Wirsching stated that Mr. Cohen’s policy
is to prefer that debtors follow the court’s order
conﬁrming the plan, as that is the operative order in the
case; so, a motion to the court is required. In addition,
the panel speakers conﬁrmed that the policies of the
various trustee’s oﬃces diﬀer somewhat with respect to
other matters, such as suspension of tax refund turnover
requirements, requests to extend plan terms to 84
months, CARES Act forbearance claims, and hardship
discharge requests due to COVID-19 loss of income.
One issue as to which the trustees all agree is that they
will object to requests for an early discharge under new
temporary section 1328(I) if the discharge conﬂicts with
the other requirements of section 1328. The panel also
discussed in more detail modiﬁcation requests under the
new CARES Act (sections 1329(d) and 501(f)) for plans
that were conﬁrmed not later than March 26, 2021. It
was noted that the deadline for doing so is currently
March 26, 2022 and that court approval is required by
that date; so, counsel should be certain make such
motions well in advance of that date. In addition, tax
returns must be provided before the trustees will decide
whether to object to such requests.

cdcbaa PROGRAM SUMMARY 10-9-21
cdcbaa Holds Ninth Meeting and MCLE Program of
2021: “MIND YOUR Ps AND Qs (AND Os): THE 522
(HOMESTEAD) EXEMPTIONS.”
On October 9, 2021, the cdcbaa held its ninth members
meeting and MCLE program of the year. To help
mitigate the spread of COVID-19, the meeting and
program were conducted as a live webinar via Zoom
video. The program topic was: “MIND YOUR Ps AND
Qs (AND Os): THE 522 (HOMESTEAD)
EXEMPTIONS.” The distinguished panel consisted of
Brandon J. Iskander of Shulman Bastian Friedman &
Bui LLP, and Derek W. May of the Law Oﬃces of Derek
W. May. cdcbaa President Hale Antico moderated.
Mr. Iskander began the discussion by noting that a
motion under 11 U.S.C. Section 522(o) is a very serious
matter for a debtor because it can be a “knockout blow”
for an exemption. The prima facie elements of a
fraudulent transfer claim under 522(o) are: (1) an
increase in the value of the debtor’s homestead; (2) the
increase is attributable to the disposition of nonexempt
assets; (3) the disposition was made with an intent to
delay, hinder or defraud a creditor; and (4) the
disposition occurred during the ten-year period ending
on the date the debtor’s bankruptcy petition was ﬁled.
See In re Stanton, 457 B.R. 80, 91 (Bankr. D. Nev.
2011).

The panel also discussed some of the new exemption
laws applicable to California ﬁlers. One of the issues
discussed was the sometimes overlooked requirement
that the debtor acquire the homesteaded property more
than 1215 days prior to the bankruptcy ﬁling to obtain
the maximum homestead beneﬁt. It was suggested that
counsel obtain a copy of their clients’ grant deed and be
prepared to provide that to the trustee. The panel also
discussed their understanding and application of C.C.P.
704.220 and 704.225’s expanded protection for debtors’
deposit accounts. In particular, Mr. Wirsching stated that
Mr. Cohen requires that debtors ﬁle a declaration with
the court in support of any non de minimis claim under
704.225 that money held in a deposit account is
“necessary for the support of the judgment debtor and
the spouse and dependents…”

Mr. Iskander further noted the importance of
understanding that, while the intent element requires a
showing of actual rather than mere constructive fraud,
actual intent can nonetheless be established by
circumstantial evidence or inferences drawn from a
course of conduct. In re Devers, 759 F.2d 751, 753-754
(9th Cir. 1985). The panel pointed out that the passage
of time relative to the ﬁling and the existence of creditors
is nearly always a relevant factor in the determination of
the intent element in these cases. Procedurally, an
objection under section 522(o) is recognized as a
contested matter. But it can also be part of an adversary
proceeding to deny discharge under the related section
727(a)(2).

The panel also spent some time discussing the curious
ruling of the United States Supreme Court in City of
Chicago v. Fulton 141 S. Ct. 585 (2021) and the
response from judges within the Central District,
especially Hon. Neil W. Bason, who organized a panel
www.bklawyers.org
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Messrs. Iskander and May then discussed section
522(p), which limits the homestead when the debtor’s
interest in exempt real property is acquired within 1215
Continued on Page 8

-7-

cdcbaa Newsletter

Program Summaries (cont.)
By Gary R. Wallace
days before the petition date. They noted that this
subsection was enacted as part of the BAPCPA
amendments primarily to address the so-called “mansion
loophole” by which wealthy individuals could shield
millions of dollars from creditors by ﬁling bankruptcy after
converting nonexempt assets into expensive and exempt
homesteads in a state that oﬀers unlimited homestead
exemptions. It was noted that, in the Ninth Circuit, the
debtor’s move-in date for a property that he/she already
owned more than 1215 before ﬁling is irrelevant to the
522(p) analysis. See In re Greene v. Savage (In re
Greene), 583 F.3d 614, 624 (9th Cir. 2009). Also, the
transfer within 1215 days of ﬁling from a limited liability
company controlled by the debtor into a trust settled by
the debtor does not suﬃce for 522(p). See Caldwell v.
Nelson, 545 B.R. 605 (9th B.A.P. 2016).

Supreme Court decision in City of Chicago v. Fulton.
Among the more notable cases discussed were the
following:
Hutchinson v. IRS (In re Hutchinson), 15 F.4th 1229 (9th
Cir. 2021): (Debtor cannot avoid an IRS tax lien to the
extent it is “attributable” to tax penalties and to the extent
it impairs the homestead exemption)
Stevens v. Whitmore (In re Stevens), 15 F.4th 1214 (9th
Cir. 2021): (“We hold that abandonment under section
554(c) requires listing on a schedule, as we have deﬁned
it here, and that anything else (e.g., actual knowledge of
the trustee, ad hoc oral disclosures, discussion at the
section 341 meeting) is not enough.”)
McCallister v. Wells (In re Wells), (unpublished), 2021
WL 5755086 (9th Cir. 2021): (In re Jacobson is still good
law; a debtor must acquire a new homestead using the
homestead proceeds of a sale within the time prescribed
by law to avoid such proceeds from being recaptured by
the bankruptcy estate)

However, it is unclear under present law in the Ninth
Circuit whether the term “interest” includes an equitable
interest rather than legal title.
Finally, the panel brieﬂy discussed section 522(q)’s less
commonly used limitation on the exemption due to
misconduct by the debtor in a prior bankruptcy ﬁling.
This subsection concerns debtors who have been
convicted of felonies or violations of federal securities
laws.

In re Beard-Williams, 2:10-bk-30971-RK
(unpublished)(Bkrtcy C.D. 2021): (The discharge
injunction protects only certain community property,
namely, such property that is acquired after the petition
date)

Participants were encouraged to ask questions and
partake in several polls during the discussion, which the
zoom technology permits them to do remotely.

Nichols v. Marana Stockyard & Livestock Market, Inc. (In
re Nichols), 10 F.4th 956 (9th Cir. 2021): (Reversing In re
Rosson, a debtor has an absolute right to dismiss a
Chapter 13 case, and there is no implied exception to
that right that would permit a bankruptcy court to use its
inherent powers under section 105 to contravene
express wishes of the debtor and the provisions of the
Bankruptcy Code by converting the case to Chapter 7)

An extremely helpful outline that contains pertinent
statutory language and summaries of many cases, was
provided to all registered participants.
The next cdcbaa members meeting and Zoom MCLE
program will be held on January 29, 2022. The topic will
be “16th Annual Review of 9th Circuit Decisions on
Bankruptcy in 2021.” Our panelists will include Hon.
Deborah Saltzman, U.S. Bankruptcy Court - Central
District of California, Hon. Scott Gan, U.S. Bankruptcy
Court - District of Arizona, and Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy
Appellate Panel, and our own M. Jonathan Hayes,
Resnik Hayes Moradi, LLP. We hope you will join us.

Landress v. Cambridge Land Company II, LLC (In re
Cambridge Land Company II, LLC)(9th Cir. BAP 2021):
(A case that has been “dismissed” cannot be reopened.
Only a “closed” case under section 350(a) can be
reopened under section 350(b). Dismissal revests all
property in the debtor “regardless of whether the
property was scheduled.”)
Stuart v. City of Scottsdale (In re Stuart), 632 B.R. 531
(9th Cir. BAP 2021): (Following City of Chicago v. Fulton,
a creditor does not have an aﬃrmative obligation to
ensure the return of estate property to debtor. Holding
onto the debtor’s funds pending a turnover request and
court order does not, without more, violate the automatic
stay.)

cdcbaa PROGRAM SUMMARY 1-29-22
cdcbaa Holds First Meeting and MCLE Program of
2022: “16th Annual Review of 9th Circuit Decisions
on Bankruptcy in 2021.”
On January 29, 2022, the cdcbaa held its ﬁrst members
meeting and MCLE program of the year. To help mitigate
the spread of COVID-19, the meeting and program were
conducted as a live webinar via Zoom video. The
program topic was: “16th Annual Review of 9th Circuit
Decisions on Bankruptcy in 2021.” The distinguished
panel consisted of Hon. Deborah Saltzman, U.S.
Bankruptcy Court - Central District of California, Hon.
Scott Gan, U.S. Bankruptcy Court - District of Arizona
and Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate Panel, and our
own M. Jonathan Hayes of Resnik Hayes Moradi, LLP.
CDCBAA former President and current board member
Hale Antico moderated.

An extremely helpful outline that included citations and
summaries of each decision was provided to all
registered participants.
The next CDCBAA members meeting and Zoom MCLE
program will be held on February 26, 2022. The topic will
be “Extent of the Automatic Stay.” We hope you will join
us.
Gary R. Wallace
Law Oﬃce of Gary R. Wallace
10801 National Boulevard, Suite 100
Los Angeles, CA 90064
Email: garyrwallace@ymail.com
Oﬃce: (310) 571-3511

The program covered cases decided on many
bankruptcy subjects, including exemptions, Chapter 13,
the automatic stay, after-acquired community property,
how to distinguish business from consumer debts, and
turnover versus contempt issues in light of the recent
www.bklawyers.org
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