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My mother would have been so proud.
With me tonight is my younger brother Chuck, who 

recently retired.  I wasn’t even sure I wanted to ask him 
come to a dinner to honor me.  I don’t think I’ve ever felt 
my brothers cared about what I do.  I mean, we have our 
own relationship.  It really isn’t centered around what we do; 
it’s more centered on who we are.  And I surely was hesi-
tant to ask him to come to a room full of suits.  (audience 
laugh)  He asked me a couple of weeks ago “Do I have to 
wear a suit?”  I said “no.”  The last time he wore one, he was 
a pallbearer.

But Chuck said, “Well, Mom was so proud of you and 
of course I will come because she would have wanted to.”  

And, believe me that is…..  You have the article.   I talked 
about my mom in that article.1  My mom was this person 
that thought of every day the glass half full, and there was 
never a “poor me” and she always thought about the other 
person.  She treated her housekeepers with dignity.  They 
went and got an education, then they came back to clean my 
mother’s house again because she made them feel like a hu-
man being.  And if I have been able to do in my profession, 
which I am blessed to have, and this job which I am blessed 
to have, if I’ve been able demonstrate what her behavior 
taught me…  Truly she would be proud that I have learned 
the lesson that she had to teach by how she lived. 

I didn’t know Judge Ashland.  In fact, it was his death, 
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unexpected and tragic, that allowed me to be seated as a 
judge earlier than I would have been.  I had applied for the 
position of John Wilson who was retiring.  That was going 
to happen in February of 1998.  And I remember we had 
some Inland Empire Bankruptcy Forum dinner and Judge 
Naugle came up to me and said, “You know Cal Ashland’s 
had a stroke and is probably not going to make it.  That 
means you may become a judge sooner.”  I hadn’t even been 
accepted yet, but somehow he was convinced that it was 
going to be me.  But everything I ever heard about Cal Ash-
land, it is an honor for me to be accepting an award named 
for him.  He was obviously a very fine judge, and a very fine 
person.  And that’s why I accept this honor with humility 
and gratitude.

I love this organization that you have here.  I didn’t 
know much about this CDCBAA group.  But when I rec-
ognized what you were doing, I said “What a wonderful 
opportunity for consumer lawyers.”  I think you consumer 
lawyers have the hardest job in the system of bankrupt-
cy, and maybe just in the practice of law.  Anybody doing 
consumer law has the hardest job.  I worked for a “big law” 
law firm.  But you know we had a lot clients somewhat like 
yours.  My corporate clients were like Dan’s Feed & Seed in 
Perris; they were a family business.  They weren’t used to 
being involved in litigation until I came along.  And they 
didn’t understand what litigation was about.  I had a partner 
who called that kind of client an amateur client, meaning 
that the client just wasn’t used to working with lawyers.  It 
wasn’t a bank, wasn’t an institution; it wasn’t a big corpora-
tion.  It was an individual to whom the law and court and 
lawyers were foreign.  They don’t know the language, and 
they don’t understand the words, and you’ve got to talk to 
them on the level we write our newspapers at, eight-grade 
level, pretty low.  And you’ve got to take those big compli-
cated legal terms, and you’ve got to take it down to some-
thing simple they can understand.  That’s your job, and I 
respect you enormously for how you do it; that you do it, 
and how you do it.

The people in this room are the finest of the consumer 
lawyers in our bankruptcy system in Southern California.  I 
know, because I know who comes to my courtroom, and I 
know who’s in your program, and there aren’t many people 
that come to my courtroom who do not come to your pro-
grams who know what they are doing.  (audience laughs) 
You care.  You care about understanding the law.  You care 
about your clients.  And that is so important to me.

I am truly blessed to have the job that I’ve had for 
the last almost twenty years and at least for another six 
months.  I can’t believe how fast it went.  I will never forget 
Kathy Lax/Thompson telling me about two weeks after I 

was sworn in, “Meredith, this is the best job in the world.”  I 
think I already knew it then.  Boy, I really know it now.  But 
what you people do is you use the resources around – and 
I’m happy to be one – to educate yourselves on knowing 
how to do your jobs right.  And when I watch you do your 
job right, it helps me do my job right.  I think all judges 
want to make the right decisions; that’s what we all strive 
for.  But I not only want to make the right decision, I want 
to get there in the best, practical efficient, non-burdensome 
way.  And organizations like this make that easier for me, 
and I’m willing to try to make it easier for you.  How to 
make it easier for you, I have to listen to you; I have to learn 
from you.

Jon talks about my coming downtown to do semi-
nars for you.  I will not come downtown on a weeknight.  
(audience laughs)  After my little traffic foray tonight, it 
reminds me why I will not.  (audience laughs) I’ve always 
been willing to come on Saturday mornings and fight my 
way up through Koreatown to Southwestern and fight my 
way back down to the freeway.  Because I knew that I would 
learn from you people.  I think the first time I came down 
with Jon to do the 9th Circuit update.  I think you know 
about me that I can get passionate about what I’m talking 
about.  And that was just so much fun.  I learned so much, 
and your questions made me learn more.  And the fact that 
you were there on Saturday morning, wanting to learn what 
we had to teach so you could do your job better.  How could 
I ever say no to an organization that’s doing that for the 
bankruptcy court and for the bar and for their clients? 

I don’t think “no” is in my vocabulary when I’m work-
ing with a group like that, unless maybe somebody’s asking 
me to come on a weeknight.  (audience laughs)  I regret that 
I’ve never done Inns of Court; I would probably love to do 
it, but I said “No, not once a month on a weeknight.”  But 
Saturdays were great, you know.  

Many of you were in the room when I did the Chap-
ter 13 brown bag on Monday.  Others will be at the IEBF 
dinner and others will be in the room when I go to Santa 
Ana for the same.  And I suppose some of you might even 
be in the room when I go to Santa Barbara.  Don’t know 
how I got talked into going to Santa Barbara.  (audience 
laughs)  You know when I stood up in LA, I thought I knew 
what the new plan looked like and now, today, I don’t know.  
Well, today, I can tell you what it looks like, but tomorrow?  
You know we had 150 people.  We had 50 in the Valley and 
100 in LA.  And they’ve all seen what the plan looked like 
then.  One of our other judges took that plan and he made it 
look different.  (audience laughs)  Now, I’m not certain how 
I feel about that.  I was not real happy it happened because 
even though it isn’t essentially different, it’s going to look 



different, and everybody’s going to think it’s different, and 
then we have to start all over again in our education.  So I 
don’t know what it’s going to look like come Monday, but 
nevertheless the next brown bag is going to happen.  But I 
am doing those programs because I want you people to be 
able to do your job right.  Not only will it be better for you; 
it will be better for the judges.  It’ll be better for the trust-
ees.  We’re all about to do something new, and it’s going to 
be different and there’s going to be a learning curve there.  
As long as I can talk to you all and make sure you all hear 
the same message, then we have some hope that it won’t be 
chaos come December 1 and what happens after that.

Now, I‘m still talking to people that care to do it right.  
Again, these are consumer lawyers; they’re learning how to 
do their job so they can help their clients.  And I can’t think 
of a higher calling in this profession than what you do, and 
I mean that from the bottom of 
my heart.  I didn’t hardly know 
what consumer bankruptcy was 
when I arrived here.  The first 
time I did a 13 calendar, I had the 
local trustee tell me what should 
happen.  “Okay, you say it, that’s 
what we’re gonna do.”  (audience 
laughs)  And I have often thought 
“how did I ever do that?” Then I 
got on the BAP and I began to see 
how many chapter 13 issues there 
are.  You know in my ten years on 
the BAP, I think I had far more 13 
cases than any other bankruptcy 
issue.  Because those decisions 
affect so many people that it 
is worth taking those appeals 
up. And, by the way, there are a 
few people here who know this:  along with wishing to do 
some elder abuse pro bono litigation when I retire, I would 
take issues, Chapter 13 appeals, pro bon, if you have them.  
(applause)  Because, number one, I don’t do anything that I 
don’t like to do, so I would love to do them; it would be fun 
for me.  And that is really the truth;  I mean, I’ll do this stuff 
because I like to do it.

You’ve got it wrong, Jon.  I don’t so much do what I 
do for others.  It’s like a hug.  When I got sober, I found out 
that alcoholics hug each other a lot and no wonder:  with a 
hug, you get and give at the same time.  Well, I hug my job, 
the practice of law, educating the bar.  I get and give at the 
same time.  If I didn’t get, I wouldn’t do it, so I’m not doing 
this for others.  That’s a side benefit for you – I’m doing it 
for me.  So I hope to do that – Chapter 13 issues, pro bono 

appeals – because it does not affect just one person, one 
client one attorney but a whole lot of them.  I mean who 
knows, but if I can make a change in the law that I think 
needs to be made, I would feel like that was an incredible 
ability or opportunity to make improvement, in a way I 
have not contributed in the past.

I want to thank my capable people from the court who 
came tonight.  I was so excited – this is my family – that 
they would come.  Hyunji, my all-purpose law clerk.  I don’t 
know what you know about my chambers.  I have always 
had a JA.  Chris, my long time JA, retired last year and 
Janna, my courtroom deputy, came upstairs as my JA.  Then 
she retired.  The JA does the orders and other administrative 
things.  I never wanted a lawyer in that position, so I always 
had one law clerk and a JA.  But knowing that I had a sunset 
out there, my law clerk was staying on for awhile, I decided 

to hire an administrative law clerk 
part-time to do my JA job and 
Hyunji applied.  She didn’t even 
know very much about bank-
ruptcy, but I hired her in August.  
Then my law clerk got a job.  So 
all at once I have one person in 
chambers, my now new law clerk 
and JA, Hyunji, just pitching in.

And, of course, I have the 
rest of my team that props me 
up and makes me look good.  I 
always had a great legal secretary 
when I was in practice because 
she made me look good to clients 
and the public.  That person who 
answers the phone and interfaces 
with the public can make us look 
good. And my team does that for 

me, for the whole court.  The clerk’s office has great people.  
Our court looks good because of what you do.  

So I was grateful when I found out my court family 
was coming here tonight.  And also my other court clerk, 
Susan Spraul, who makes the BAP look good.  You have a 
lot of control in that area, dealing with the public, and we 
are so grateful that you make us look good.     

So I’ve probably talked long enough.  You know, I kind 
of made some notes for coming up here, to try to remember 
what I wanted to say, and I thought “No, I’ve got to do this 
spontaneously” and I’m glad I did, because I wanted to talk 
from my heart, and I’ve talked from my heart.  And I thank 
you all.  I am humbled and grateful and I will keep on serv-
ing, because it’s good for me, and it’s good for you.  Thank 
you.  (applause)
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